vi                              PREFACE

a copying-press. Other letters written by him have been
sought with varying success in the hands of his corre-
spondents;, or their heirs, in various parts of the country,
but nothing has been found in this way that can be
considered of much importance,

During the Reconstruction era 1 had sustained the
policy of Congress in opposition to that of Andrew
Johnson, but had revolted at the carpetbaggery and mis-
government which had ensued, and hud abhorred the
"Ku-inux" bills and "Force" bills which* the Union
party for a long time continued to enact or threaten. I
was not quite prepared to find, however, upon going over
the whole ground again* that I had been wrong from the
beginning, and that Andrew Johnson's policy, which was
Lincoln's policy, was the true one* and ought never to
have been departed from. This is the conclusion to
which I have come, after much study, in the evening of
a long life- This does not mean that all of the doings and
sayings of President Johnson were wise and good, but
that I believe him to have been an honest man, a true
patriot, and a worthy successor of Lincoln whose Recon-
struction policy he followed, Lincoln himself could not
have carried that policy into effect without a light, and
many persons familiar with the temper of the time think
that even he would have failed. AH that we ran now
affirm is that he was armed with the prestige of vic-
tory and the confidence of the North, and hence would
have been better prepared than Johnson was for meeting
the difficulties that sprung up at the end of the war. It
must be admitted, however, that Johnson honestly aimed
to carry out that policy, both because it wan Lincoln"**
and because he himself, after careful consideration,
esteemed it sound,
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